Great Neck South High School
Course Expectation Sheet
Senior Seminar
Dr. Hersh


The Senior Seminar is open to senior students who have already carried out an in-depth research project or who have made substantial progress on a project.  The major goals of the course are the enhancement of analytic and communication skills in science.  Through the preparation of a complete, high-level research paper, Power Point presentations, and a posterboard, as well as the development of a polished oral presentation, students will build on the skills they have developed in Science Research in the use of the research literature, data analysis, and presentation of one’s findings.  

In class, students will generally be working individually to complete their projects, and write and revise their papers.   In addition, students will be expected to meet with me regularly, and to provide feedback to their peers.  There will also be class presentations on a regular basis.  

Students will be expected to participate in several competitions and fairs.  

First Quarter:
Students will be expected to submit several drafts of their research paper and complete the applications for the Siemens Competition and the Intel Science Talent Search, if eligible.

Second Quarter:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will be expected to prepare two Power Point Presentations – one for a ninth grade audience, one technical – and a posterboard.  In addition, students will work on polishing oral presentations on their work.  

Third and Fourth Quarters:
Students will finalize materials for participation in LISEF, the Junior Science and Humanities Symposium, or other fairs.  In addition, students will be involved in special projects including reading and presentation of journal articles and a book of their choice.  

Grading:
Course grades will be based on effort in class, the quality of work submitted, adherence to deadlines, and presentations.  

Plagiarism Statement:
“Plagiarism is defined as presenting the thoughts, writing, and ideas of other people as your own.  Integrity of the academic process requires that credit be given where credit is due.   (GNS plagiarism statement)
In other words: always write using your own words and always cite the sources of information and ideas that you use.  
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